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EDITORIAL

healthy siblings point to the fact that brain mapping is 
one promising approach to detect endophenotypes of 
psychiatric disorders. (Moseley et al., 2015)

Using a test dose and observing the effect of a drug via 
brain mapping may predict the success of a treatment 
modality. (Arns & Olbrich, 2014; Mucci et al., 2006; 
Saletu et al., 2006) Bioavailability of a drug is made up 
of components such as crossing the blood brain barrier, 
binding its receptor and causing the desired effect. Brain 
mapping and test dose studies together can give the 
clinician an accurate idea of the bioavailability of a drug. 
Previous studies indicate that changes in EEG waves and 
brain morphometry may be used as predictors of clinical 
response to interventions against ADHD (Arns & Olbrich, 
2014) , depression (Wade et al., 2015; Arns & Olbrich, 
2014). 

Finally, brain mapping may evolve into an objective 
method for the monitoring of psychiatric patients.  The 
psychiatrist could observe the prognosis of a disorder 
in an evidence based fashion by using brain mapping at 
regular intervals.

In conclusion, brain mapping has implications for the 
diagnosis of psychiatric disorders, the detection of 
endophenotypes, predicting clinical response to therapeutic 
interventions and the monitoring of psychiatric patients. 
Further research is necessary to better determine the 
potentials of brain mapping and make full use of brain 
mapping in the aforementioned areas of daily practice.   
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